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Headlines 
 

 WLGF Members’ Day: June 2017 
The Forum is planning a new activity next summer aimed at you, our members. The day is all about 
sharing experiences and getting to know each other. We'll have practical workshops and we’re inviting 
you to offer short talks on your garden, or to put up a small display of photos. Who doesn’t love to 
talk about or share pictures of their garden or garden wildlife?!  
 
If this sounds like you or to be kept informed about the day, email conference@wlgf.org.uk. Exact 
date and venue to be confirmed, but we’re looking for a relaxed venue with some interesting outdoor 
space in the Midlands. Let us know if you have a good spot to recommend.  
 

 Facebook and Twitter continue to grow. Our Facebook group now has 1,074 members; our Twitter 
following is over 560 @WLGForum. 

 

 We're open for questions! The Forum has access to experts in most aspects of wildlife gardening. If 
you have a question - or want to voice an opinion - email news@wlgf.org.  
 

 You are our eyes and ears: send in any news items you think we might like to feature to 
news@wlgf.org. The newsletter is published four times a year at the start of January, April, July and 
October, with the deadline for submission the first of the preceding month. 

_________________________________________________ ___________________________________  
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Forum News 
 

'Best Plants for Garden Wildlife' 
In 2016, the Forum ran a pilot study to see if we 
can improve the advice available to all gardeners 
about what to plant to help different groups of 
wildlife. The data are now being analysed but initial 
indications are that some very interesting results 
are emerging. The full report will be published in 
the spring, ready for the growing season!    

Will Anthemis tinctoria be the top plant for solitary bees? 

____________________________________________________________________________________  
 

WLGF International Conference: Review 
How does gardening for wildlife differ around Europe, and what lessons can we learn from each other? 
That was the underpinning theme of the Forum's first ever international Conference on 17 November 
2016 at London's Natural History Museum, where we welcomed speakers from Germany, The 
Netherlands, Belgium, Scotland and Ireland for a fascinating insight into their practices and achievements.  
 
Some fascinating differences of approach emerged, but what was clear is that we are not alone in our 
wish to inspire more people to get involved and make a difference. Full proceedings will be published 
soon. 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Members' Day talks 
Next June, at our first Members' Day, we thought a great way of sharing ideas was for a range of members 
to do short talks about their garden, or put up a display of photos. Perhaps you help run a wildlife-friendly 
community garden, have been developing your borders for pollinators or can share some great examples 
of bird-friendly balcony gardening. Don't worry if you're not used to doing presentations - the Trustees 
will help you prepare and we'll be there to support on the day. Please email Helen Bostock at 
conference@wlgf.org.uk if you think you might like to take part. 
____________________________________________________________________________________   
 

Events and Calendar 
2017 

 28-30 January: RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch 

 14-21 February: National Nestbox Week 

 21-31 March: Invasive Non-native Species Week 

 7 May: International Dawn Chorus Day 

 June: Wildlife Gardening Forum Members' Day 

 1 July: National Meadows Day  

 15 July-7 August: Big Butterfly Count  

 12-14 October: National Moth Night  
 
Would you like your event to be featured here? Email news@wlgf.org  

mailto:news@wlgf.org
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Wildlife Gardening Research 
 

Garden birds prefer the leafy suburbs 
A study by the University of Exeter has shown 
that  birds move more freely between gardens 
if they have plenty of greenery such as trees, 
shrubs and hedges. The results were published 
in Scientific Reports, the online, open access 
journal from the publishers of Nature. 
 
 It explored the behaviour of over 450 data-
tagged Blue Tits and Great Tits, revealing that 
the birds were much less likely to move 
between homes with paved gardens, or 
around housing estates with manicured lawns 
but fewer trees or shrubs.  
 

The presence of  roads also reduced the number of movements that birds made. Understanding how birds 
move through urban areas will help planners create better urban design for wildlife. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Evidence that Honeybees depress wild insect densities in a flowering 
crop 
A large-scale, Swedish study that involved introducing 624 Honeybee hives to fields of Oilseed Rape 
showed that this caused a reduction in the densities of wild insects (bumblebees, solitary bees, hoverflies, 
March flies (Bibionidae), other flies, and other flying and flower-visiting insects), compared with other 
Oilseed Rape fields which did not have Honeybee hives. The results were reported in the Proceedings of 
the Royal Society B and highlight the impact that 'domesticated' insect pollinators may have on the 
conservation of wild insects. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Swifts spend ten months a year 
entirely airborne, study reveals  
Using the latest in miniature tracking devices, 
researchers at the University of Lund, Sweden, have 
proved that some Common Swifts spend the first 10 
months of their lives completely airborne, eating and 
sleeping in the sky. 
 
In the future, the team hopes to record the birds’ 
brain activity so that they can test whether the birds 
take power naps when gliding at heights of up to 
3000m.  The report was published in Current Biology. 

 

http://www.nature.com/articles/srep37669#auth-1
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/283/1843/20161641
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/283/1843/20161641
http://www.cell.com/current-biology/fulltext/S0960-9822(16)31063-6
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Establishing a UK Pollinator Monitoring and Research Partnership  
Last autumn, Defra with the Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) and Welsh Government invited 
tenders for establishing a three-year programme of pollinator monitoring that will support and build on 
existing volunteer surveys to provide a clearer baseline and initial trend data to show how insect 
pollinator populations are changing in the UK. We await to see who has been successful.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Wildlife Gardening in Action 
 
Planting for hairstreaks in Cardiff 

 
Buglife’s Urban Buzz project, together with the City of Cardiff 
Council, is planting several varieties of elm tree on five sites in 
Cardiff to provide foodplant and habitat for the White-letter 
hairstreak butterfly, which has declined by 53%  in the UK 
since the 1970s. 
  
Elm trees, once common across Britain, have drastically 
declined since the 1970s, when Dutch elm disease ravaged 
populations across the country. The White-letter Hairstreak 
breeds and lays eggs on elms and so also suffered when they 
lost this food source for their caterpillars. 
 

White-letter Hairstreak on Goldenrod  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Wildlife Gardening and Citizen Science 
 

Big Butterfly Count 2016 results 
Butterfly Conservation's Big Butterfly Count isn't restricted to gardens, but is of interest to wildlife 
gardeners for the snapshot it reveals of how the nation's common butterflies are faring. In 2016, the 
average number of individual insects of the 20 target species was the lowest recorded since the project 
began in 2010, with declines in species such as Peacock, Small Tortoiseshell, Gatekeeper and Comma. Just 
a few species did well, such as Red Admiral and Green-veined White. 
 
Short-term fluctuations are typically caused by natural factors such as the weather and populations of 
parasites, with butterfly numbers usually falling in cold, wet summers. However, the summer in 2016 was 
fairly warm and sunny; one theory is that it was the unusually high temperatures in December 2015 that 
were to blame, awakening caterpillars and adults from diapause that then had nothing to feed on. 

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

https://www.buglife.org.uk/news-&-events/news/branching-out-for-the-hair-streak-with-elm
http://www.bigbutterflycount.org/2016mainresults?utm_source=Butterfly%20Conservation&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=7591230_October%202016&utm_content=BBC%20results&dm_i=DGT,4IPFI,KLEF9H,GQ32W,1
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Wildlife Gardening Policy 
 

Scotland Policy Conferences Keynote Seminar:  
Next steps for enhancing natural capital and biodiversity in Scotland. 1 March 2017,  Edinburgh.  
   
With the latest Progress Report on the Scottish Government’s Biodiversity Strategy expected to be 
published in early 2017, this seminar will provide an opportunity for policymakers and other key 
stakeholders to consider the future policy priorities for biodiversity and natural capital. Note there is a 
charge for most delegates.  
 
Areas for discussion include priorities for ensuring that Scotland’s natural capital is used to the benefit of 
wider society, particularly in terms of health and well-being and community involvement in 
planning. Roseanna Cunningham, Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform, 
will deliver a keynote address. To book places, please use the online booking form.  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Database helps plant 'right tree for the right place' 
 

Choosing the best trees and shrubs to 
plant in urban areas can have many 
benefits, including those for wildlife. 
However, only a rather limited palette of 
tree types tends to get used in new 
developments, and are often not best 
suited for the location.  
 
In response to this, German researchers 
undertook an extensive literature review 
and developed a database that can 
suggest the most appropriate trees for an 
urban site based on site characteristics, 
natural distribution, tree appearance, 
ecosystem services, management 
activities and risk.  
 

Their report was published in the 
Landscape and Urban Planning and the 
database (in English) can be found here. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Britain to make its own grass gas 
Planning permission has been given to Ecotricity, the power supply company, to build its first Green Gas 
Mill in Hampshire, for which it intends to use grass grown on marginal farmland. The company believes 
that Britain has enough of that habitat to heat almost every home in Britain, while creating a new industry 
with up to 150,000 jobs.  
 

New developments tend to use a restricted palette of 

trees, such as Pyrus 'Chanticleer' and Italian Alder. 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Environment/Wildlife-Habitats/biodiversity/BiodiversityStrategy
http://www.scotlandpolicyconferences.co.uk/forums/book_event.php?eid=1395
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0169204616301116
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0169204616301116
http://citree.ddns.net/database.php?language=en
https://www.ecotricity.co.uk/news/news-archive/2016/ecotricity-s-green-gas-mill-at-sparsholt-college-gets-go-ahead
https://www.ecotricity.co.uk/news/news-archive/2016/ecotricity-s-green-gas-mill-at-sparsholt-college-gets-go-ahead
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Green gas made this way is thought to be virtually carbon neutral, so could play a significant role in Britain 
meeting its climate targets, and it is said could create "new habitats for wildlife on an unprecedented 
scale".  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

UN report into pollinator declines suggests 'bee highways' are needed 
A major, global review into safeguarding pollinators and their value to human well-being, prepared for the 
United Nations, included in its three headline recommendations one that would have a major effect in 
urban areas.  
 
Reporting in Nature, it recommended that "small- to medium-sized patches of natural or semi-natural 
habitat should be distributed throughout...urban landscapes providing nesting and floral resources within 
reach of foraging pollinators... Road verges, power lines, railway banks and waterways within and 
between urban areas have a large potential to become valuable infrastructure for supporting pollinators, 
if managed appropriately to provide flowering and nesting resources". 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Garden Wildlife 
 

Gardeners may be spreading frog disease  
Data collected by the Frog Mortality Project, 
now part of the Garden Wildlife Health 
Project, have been used to show that 
humans are having an effect on the spread of 
the introduced Ranavirus the UK. The 
disease can cause mass death events in a 
pond's amphibian populations.  
 
The study, reported in the Proceedings of the 
Royal Society B, showed that the rate of 
outbreaks was higher in areas with higher 
human population densities, strongly 
pointing to a cause being people moving 
amphibians and spawn from pond to pond. 
 
Although pictures such as this emaciated 

Common Frog are shocking,  
they help raise awareness of the risks of well-meaning pond owners.  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How good is your bumblebee ID? 
The Bumblebee Conservation Trust has a very useful online identification guide here, including how to 
separate them from cuckoo bees and how to tell males from females. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v540/n7632/full/nature20588.html
http://www.gardenwildlifehealth.org/
http://www.gardenwildlifehealth.org/
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/283/1839/20160952
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/283/1839/20160952
http://bumblebeeconservation.org/about-bees/identification/top-tips-for-bee-id
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Populations of Common Toad decline 
 
Analysis of data collected during Froglife’s Toads on 
Roads scheme and reported in PlosOne has shown 
that populations of the Common Toad are thought to 
have fallen by over two thirds in the UK over the last 
three decades. The average annual trend was of the 
order of a 4% drop; at this magnitude of decline, the 
Toad almost qualifies for International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) red-listing.  
 
Reasons for the declines and wider impacts remain 
unknown, but are likely to include changes due to 
farming practices, urban sprawl and more deaths on 
roads as traffic has increased. Climate change could 
also be a factor, as milder winters have a negative 
impact on hibernating toads.  
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

New solitary bee arrives for first time in the UK  
The Viper’s Bugloss Mason Bee Hoplitis adunca has been found in the UK for the first time, published in 
the British Journal of Entomology & Natural History 29: 134-143, pls 10-11  here. Common in Europe, it 
was found in Greenwich Peninsula Ecology Park, and has been using nestboxes there provided by the Land 
Trust. As its name suggests, its preferred nectar plant is Viper's Bugloss and it needs hot microclimates to 
survive. 
 
It is not known how the bee arrived in the UK, but it is one of a number of species found on the near 
Continent that could naturally colonise the UK in future as the climate changes.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Wildlife Gardening Campaigns 
 

Invasive Non-native Species Week 
A week devoted to raising awareness of the 
risks and costs of Invasive Non-native Species 
in the UK will take place from 27th – 31st 
March 2017. Full details will be posted here. 

 How many gardeners are yet aware that 
Virginia Creeper is already on Schedule 9 of the 
Wildlife & Countryside Act, under which it is an 
offence to 'plant or otherwise cause to grow in the 
wild'? 

http://www.froglife.org/what-we-do/toads-on-roads/
http://www.froglife.org/what-we-do/toads-on-roads/
http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0161943
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/309013543_Viper's_Bugloss_Mason_Bee_Hoplitis_Hoplitis_adunca_new_to_Britain_Hymenoptera_Megachilidae_Megachilinae_Osmiini
http://www.nonnativespecies.org/index.cfm?sectionid=132
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Wildlife Gardening Resources 
 

BTO releases new Garden Birds book  
The British Trust for Ornithology's Kate Risely and 
Clare Simm have released a new 224-page book 
entitled 'Garden Birds and other wildlife'.  
 
There are species by species accounts, covering over 
60 key species, with novel graphics to show when they 
are most likely to visit gardens. Each species also has a 
Spotlight section plus a wealth of other information, 
mostly written essay-style.  
 
There are also sections on bird behaviour, wildlife 
gardening, feeding birds, watching birds, plus short 
sections on the various other groups of most obvious 
garden wildlife.  
 
This book is not an identification guide; it is more a 
book to pick up and read at leisure. It can be bought 
here, or even better sign up to the BTO's Garden 
Birdwatch scheme and receive it free. 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Information repository about pollinators goes live 
The Pollinator Exchange is a knowledge exchange portal created to provide people with an active interest 
in supporting pollinators in towns and cities with the information they need. It was developed at 
Bournemouth University. 
 
It is hoped that the Pollinator Exchange will help facilitate communication and knowledge exchange 
between local councils, NGOs, private gardeners, scientists, ecological consultants and anyone else 
wanting to improve our towns and cities for the benefit of wild pollinators. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
The newsletter is sent to all the members of the WLGF; you are welcome to forward it to friends or 
colleagues. Do encourage them to join the Forum (it’s free!) by visiting www.wlgf.org and filling in the 
simple form. 
 
The Wildlife Gardening Forum is a consortium of the UK’s leading wildlife, conservation, gardening and horticultural organisations, 
from both the private and the public sectors. We now have over 620 members. Formed in 2005, our core aim is to help gardeners 
and decision-makers understand just how important our gardens are for wildlife. 
 
Newsletter compiled by Adrian Thomas, with thanks for all submissions. All photos by Adrian unless stated.  

https://www.bto.org/research-data-services/publications/bto-books-and-guides/2016/garden-birds-and-other-wildlife
http://www.pollinatorexchange.org/
http://www.wlgf.org/

